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The 17th Japanese
CEYONGEEE - ITADAKIMASU - the Nature of Agriculture
Masaharu Manda, Professor Emeritus
at the Kagoshima University, took early re- -;
B & ~INSIDE trement and started his farm “Manda |
THIS 1SSUE: Noen” in 2004, which is an integrated rice-
ITADAKIMASU— 1,2 duck farm in a traditional East Asian farming ¥4
G0 NI system. The small scale farm (1.5 ha of pad-
Agriculture '

dy field and small vegetable/crop field) produces rice, ducks,
FoEERYYE 3

goats, chicken, vegetables and fungi. The farm is grounded in six
B MEBEBDERN

fundamental principles: 1) conducting a natural system of agricul-
EpE e 4 ture that appreciates raising and harvesting animals 2) coexisting
AFaFIyT— with nature, 3) cooperating with community people, 4) implement-
The 17th Japanese 5 ing ecological farming (i.e., integrated crop-livestock system), 5)
Society of Goat conducting a temperate climate Asian farming system, 6) educat-
BHIHH 6 ing people for high aspiration and mind of altruism. In this regard,
Announcement the farm is also known as an academy of agriculture. Masaharu
ICAAZDIER 7 holds forums and meetings, gives lectures and “preaching,” and
works on the farm with participants.
In November 2015, he and his ad-

vocates established the Academic

EfRv+is BAZE

~ this farming system rather than the

}

/s
; A\Q modern intensive farming systems.

continued on page 2
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ITADAKIMASU - the Nature of Agriculture

continued form page 1

During his teaching days in the University,
~ Masaharu was known as an enthusiastic professor. He
# taught animal behavior and management and
| brought his students to a southern island, where they
slept and ate together for days, to conduct behavior-

al survey of native “Tokara” goats and wild monkeys.

Twenty-four hour animal observation was the princi-
ple of all the experiments conducted. Regardless of test scores, students could not get a credit
unless they literally fed animals, cleaned pens, and properly tied/tethered them using ropes.
Discussions with students always became heated and lasted till midnight. He worried that many
students did not recognize the true meaning of ITADAKIMASU (the word of grace at meals for
Japanese). According to his survey, only 30% of students said ITADAKIMASU before dining.
Moreover, the majority of them misunderstood the meaning of the word as an appreciation for
their mothers and/or persons who prepared the meals. ITADAKIMASU originated from Buddhist
terminology (principle of respecting all living things) to acknowledge and thank to animals and

plants who provided nourishment to humans through the meals.

Masaharu did not limit his activities to the campus. Through interacting with producers
and scientists, he co-established the Japan Goat Network in 1999 to promote goat production
and consumption as well as connecting producers, consumers, and scientists. His appearance
in a nationally broadcast TV program “Goats Rescue the Earth” in 2000 made him nationally

famous and stimulated people’s interest in goats.

Masaharu is also a master of KENDO (Japanese style of fencing) with SAMURAI spirit.

Manda Noen website (in Japanese): http://
www.mandanoen.com/
Yoko Tsukahara

Langston University
Former student of Professor Masaharu Manda
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Japanese Society of Goat Science

The scientific division of the Japan Goat Network held
its 17th meeting at Nippon Veterinary and Life Science
University, Musashino, Tokyo, Japan on March 27, 2016.

The Japanese Society of Goat Science (JSGS)
meeting was held as a related program of the
121st Annual Meeting of the Japanese Society
of Animal Science. The scientific program in-
cluded an invited lecture, oral presentations and
case studies.

Invited Lecture

Research and work activities of the Nagano

Branch, Ibaragi Station, National Livestock
Breeding Center. Kentaro Okabe. Nagano
Branch, Ibaragi Station, National Livestock

Breeding Center.
Oral Presentation

1) Usefulness of animal-assisted activities using
goats - psychological questionnaire, fluctua-
tion of body surface temperature, and se-
cretion of salivary amylase of patients. Misa-
ki Fukushima and Naoshige Abe. Department
of Bioenvironmental Systems, College of Ag-
riculture, Tamagawa University, Machida, To-
kyo.

2) The vocalization and behavior between goat
mother and kid as an animal welfare evalua-
tion index in Mongolia - A research of 2015
Mongolian summer pasture. Naekawa Hi-
rofumi', Batarchingjin Myakhdadag®. 'Teach-
er Education and Scientific Information, To-
kyo University of Agriculture, Atsugi, Kana-
gawa. 2Standing Committee on Nature Envi-
ronment, Food and Agricultural, Mongolia.

3) Effects of heights of an obstacle on leaping-
over and passing-under behaviors of Tokara
native goats. Yuki Chikara', Yuka Nakano?3,
Ichiro Oshima®, Koji Takayama®, Yoshitaka
Nakanishi?. 'The United Graduate School of

4)

5)

6)

7)

Agricultural Sciences, Kagoshima University,
2FacuH‘y of Agriculture, Kagoshima University,
Preservation and Research Center, City of
Yokohama, *Experimental Farm, Faculty of Ag-
riculture, Kagoshima University.

Treatments for the copper deficiency of a
Tokara goat. Maki Hayashida. Junior College
of Tokyo University of Agriculture.

The present conditions and future tasks of
weed control using goats. Akio Imai. Imai Pro-
fessional Engineer Office for Agribusiness.

Production systems and trading of goats as
meat resources in Nepal. Manoj Kumar
Shah'?, Yoshiaki Hayashi', Hajime Kumagai®.
'Faculty of Agriculture, Meijo University, ?Ne-
pal Agricultural Research Council, *6raduate
School of Agriculture, Kyoto University.

Developing an effective study guideline using
goat milk. Yuzu Tanaka, Takeyuki Ozawa. Col-
lege of applied life science, Nippon Veterinary
and Life science University.

Changes in chemical composition and breakage
characteristic of goat Cheddar cheese with
maturation. Hitomi Ichimura!, Satoshi Ishika-
wa®, Toshiya Hayashi'?, Yoshiaki Hayashi'?,
'6raduate School of Agriculture, Meijo Uni-
versity, °Faculty of Agriculture, Meijo Univer-
sity.

Effects of smoking of goat Cheddar cheese on
consumer preference. Yoshiaki Hayashi'?,
Hitomi Ichimura', Manoj Kumar Shah®?,
Yukihiko Ogawa?, Satoshi Ishikawa®. 'Gradu-
ate School of Agriculture, Meijo University,
?Faculty of Agriculture, Meijo University. *Ne-
pal Agricultural Research Council.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

+ The National Goat Summit entitled “Ecological Life and Agriculture with Goats™ will take
place on November 12 - 13, 2016 at Aso, Kumamoto, Japan, the epicenter of the 2016 Ku-
mamoto Earthquake. The organizing committee members consider the event as a symbol
of recovery and have been working hard under restricted conditions. There will be invited
lectures, case study presentations, and management seminars. More information will be
available at <Japan Goat Network http://japangoat.web.fc2.com/index.html>

The 2016 Kumamoto earthquakes are a series of earthquakes, including a magnitude F?g“%,
7.0 mainshock which struck at 01:25 JST on April 16, 2016 beneath Kumamoto B0 ¥
City of Kumamoto Prefecture in Kyushu Region, Japan, at a depth of about 10 km, and
a foreshock earthquake with a magnitude 6.2 at 21:26 JST on April 14, 2016, at a
depth of about 11 km. The two earthquakes killed at least 48 people and injured
about 3,000 others in total. Severe damage occurred in Kumamoto

and Oita Prefectures, with numerous structures collapsing and catching fire. More
than 44,000 people have been evacuated from their homes due to the dis- _
aster. ;

Wikipedia contributors. "2016 Kumamoto earthquakes." Wikipedia, The
Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 27 Apr. 2016. Web.
29 Apr. 2016.
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The only global organization on goats and small livestock
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International Goat Association
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